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Subj: Re: Nova Constellatio coppers 
Date: 2/27/2009 3:31:40 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: ljordan@nd.edu 
To: EricNumis@aol.com 
Efic: 


| located this notice in seven newspapers. It was first published on May 3 and continued to appear through the 
month, with a notice in late June in Philadelphia as follows: 


Connecticut Journal 
Publication Date: May 3, 1786 - iss. 966 
Location: New Haven, Connecticut 


Headline:London, December 15 - page [2] 


The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine 
Publication Date: May 04, 1786 - vol 1, no. 12 


Headline: New Haven, May 4 - page 96 


Massachusetts Centinel 
Publication Date: May 10, 1786 - vol. V, iss. 15 
Location: Boston, Massachusetts 


Headline: [Fine Arts; Grand Concert; Sacred Musick; Pennsylvania; Hospital; Philadelphia; Dispensary; Poor] - 
page [3] 


Essex Journal 
Publication Date: May 17, 1786 - iss. 98 
Location: Newburyport, Massachusetts 


Headline: New-Haven, May 4 - page [3] 


Newport Mercury 
Publication Date: May 29, 1786 - iss. 1286 
Location: Newport, Rhode Island 


Headline: New-Haven, May 4 - page [2] 
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Dear Lou: 

You have been more than helpful to me. | thank you so much for the detail as to the news media in which the 
coinage production is described. 

There is a mention in the Connecticut Journal of May 3, 1786 that a December 15 London publication is the 
basis for the insert and | assume this was in 1785. That date would be of importance | believe and | wonder 
whether the English source can be located and the text checked to see if everything was included or something 
changed. Can a copy be obtained? 

The same is true of the Mass Centinel of May 17, 1786 which mentions a London source of March 11 - 14, 
(1786). 

You stated in your 2/27/09 response to my inquiry that "in my (Jordan's) article under the section Contemporary 
references to the coppers". Is that a separate publication of yours that | am not aware of ? 

Please enlighten me. 


| had a recent talk with Roderick Widok of Inverness IL who is a specialist in Nova Constellatio coppers. He 
believes that the 1786 Novas are counterfeits. He wants to come to see my Novas and | want to give him as 
much data as | can. 


If you cannot easily obtained the American Antiquarian Society article | referred you to | will gladly lend you 
mine. 
You have been so very helpful. 
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Subj: Re: Nova Constellatio coppers 

Date: 2/27/2009 3:37:24 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 


PDF of the Vermont Journal 


On Feb 27, 2009, at 3:23 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 


Dear Lou: 

| was trying to find a broadside in my collection and had to move a few loose 18th century 
newspapers out of the way. The New Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine for May 4, 1786 
appeared and | wondered why | had kept it. On page 96, column 1 there was an insert as follows: 
“We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now coining into half pence, 
for the use of the American States; on one side an Eye of Providence, with thirteen Stars; the 
reverse U.S. for United States." 


| had written and had published an article many years ago on the subject and relied substantially on 
excerpts from Gentlemen's Magazine which first illustrated the piece and included comments upon 
the design | found that the first excerpt there on page 868, col. 1 of Oct. 1786 with a plate with the 
image of the coin inserted next to page 824. 


| know realize that the May 4, 1786 New Haven newspaper was both different and prior to the 
Gentlemen's Magazine inserts and that the news published in New Haven was obtained 
elsewhere. Perhaps it came from an English source and perhaps it was in one or more other 
American newspapers. When you have time can you see if your equipment can look into this. It 
might move the coinage date slightly forward or give other details. The mention of Greenwich is not 
in the Gentlemen's Magazine excerpts 


Thank you for anything you can do. Eric 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 
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TO: EricNumis@aol.com 


Eric, 


Here is the MA Centinel of May 17 (page 2, col. 2) mentions the coppers based on the London information from 
March 11-14. Also, | notice that | mentioned most, but not all of the American papers, in my article under the 
section Contemporary references to the coppers. 


All best, 
Lou 0 Sfotic & fie) e 
i ane ath, May pL 
No bel ) aad top ~ Mon l 
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On Feb 27, 2009, at 3:23 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: ig = ieee tplrs 8) No rec aN 
Dear Lou: 


| was trying to find a broadside in my collection and had to move a few loose 18th century 
newspapers out of the way. The New Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine for May 4, 1786 
appeared and | wondered why | had kept it. On page 96, column 1 there was an insert as follows: 
"We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now coining into half pence, 
for the use of the American States; on one side an Eye of Providence, with thirteen Stars; the 
reverse U.S. for United States." 


| had written and had published an article many years ago on the subject and relied substantially on 
excerpts from Gentlemen's Magazine which first illustrated the piece and included comments upon 
the design | found that the first excerpt there on page 868, col. 1 of Oct. 1786 with a plate with the 
image of the coin inserted next to page 824. 


| know realize that the May 4, 1786 New Haven newspaper was both different and prior to the 
Gentlemen's Magazine inserts and that the news published in New Haven was obtained 
elsewhere. Perhaps it came from an English source and perhaps it was in one or more other 
American newspapers. When you have time can you see if your equipment can look into this. It 
might move the coinage date slightly forward or give other details. The mention of Greenwich is not 
in the Gentlemen's Magazine excerpts 


Thank you for anything you can do. Eric 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 
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The Vermont Journal and the Universal Advertiser 
Publication Date: May 29, 1786 - vol. Ill, iss. 148 
Location: Windsor, Vermont 


Headline: New-Haven, May 2 - page [3], 


The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser 
Publication Date: June 28, 1787 - iss. 2619 
Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Headline: From an English Magazine - page [3], 
I'll send you the PDF version of each paper. 


All best, 


Lou 


On Feb 27, 2009, at 3:23 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 


Dear Lou: 

| was trying to find a broadside in my collection and had to move a few loose 18th century 
newspapers out of the way. The New Haven Gazette and Connecticut Magazine for May 4, 1786 
appeared and | wondered why | had kept it. On page 96, column 1 there was an insert as follows: 
"We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now coining into half pence, 
for the use of the American States; on one side an Eye of Providence, with thirteen Stars: the 
reverse U.S. for United States." 


| had written and had published an article many years ago on the subject and relied substantially on 
excerpts from Gentlemen's Magazine which first illustrated the piece and included comments upon 
the design | found that the first excerpt there on page 868, col. 1 of Oct. 1786 with a plate with the 
image of the coin inserted next to page 824. 


| know realize that the May 4, 1786 New Haven newspaper was both different and prior to the 
Gentlemen's Magazine inserts and that the news published in New Haven was obtained 
elsewhere. Perhaps it came from an English source and perhaps it was in one or more other 
American newspapers. When you have time can you see if your equipment can look into this. It 
might move the coinage date slightly forward or give other details. The mention of Greenwich is not 
in the Gentlemen's Magazine excerpts 


Thank you for anything you can do. Eric 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 
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Subj: Nova Constellatio coppers 

Date: 3/1/2009 3:35:26 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

TO: ljordan@nd.edu 

Dear Lou: 


| am very appreciative of the information you have provided me. | have to study it further. 

Is it possible to check the two London or English early sources that are mentioned in the 

American newspapers? 

Perhaps there might have been changes or omissions in the American text and | would like to quote the original 
sources because they might have other important material. The date of December 15 apparently means 1785 
and that may clarify the date of beginning of the production of some of the coins.. 


Roderick Widok of Inverness, Illinois is a specialist in Novas and believes the 1786 pieces are counterfeit. He is 
coming to see my pieces and | want to share all my information with him. 


| also want to know whether you indicated in your messages that you had published something | do not know 
about giving the reference sources about coppers. 


If the American Antiquarian article | referred you to is not easily available to you | will gladly lend you my copy. 


| am so glad to hear that my friend Joel Orosz has a fine prognosis now after going through a horrible chemo 
for so long. Medical science is now doing wonders. 


My very best to you. Eric 


Get a jump start on your taxes. Find a tax professional in your neighborhood today. 
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Subj: Nova 

Date: 3/6/2009 1:47:07 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To: EricNumis@aol.com, PLMossman@aol.com 
Eric, 


The first grouping of six articles comes from five London papers issued from Thursday 
March 4, 1786 through Tuesday March 16, 1786. The articles (except for the last) are 
derivative, with basically the same information but slight variations in punctuation, use 
of italics and capitalization. All are enclosed in the attached document. 


One representative sample ts: 


The American Congress have lately made a Copper Coinage, which 
is now in general Circulation : One Side of the Halfpenny bears this 
circular Inscription, “Libertas et Justitia ;’ round a center Cypher U. 
S. — On the Reverse is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, circularly 

inscribed “Constellatio Nova.” 





The above article was revised on March 16. The Morning Chronicle and London 
Advertiser included the above article on March 14 but on March 16 corrected the text as 
follows: 


A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in America, 
is not true. The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, “Libertas et 
Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by the directions of 
Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the ord[er] of a merchant 
in New York. Many tons were struck from this dye, and many from 
another ; and they are now in circulation in America, as counterfeit 
halfpence are in England. 


COMMENT: 
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Evidence indicates that the 1783 coppers were made before the 1785 varieties. The 
Morris five units pattern was the model for the 1783 2-B and the 2-B was the model for 
the 1-A, with the 3-C as a contemporary alternative to the 2-B. Also, the 1783 obverse 3 
was later reused as obverse | of the 1785 series. Additionally, as you discovered, the 
Coley 1785 Vermont reverse appears to be based on the bifurcated ray nova (1783 
obverse 3 or, less likely, the later use of that die as the 1785 obverse 1). Thus the initial 
nova shipment must have reached NY before Coley designed the VT dies, which likely 
occurred in late 1785. 


Based on the above comments I suspect the above article may refer to the 1783 dated 
Constellatio Nova copper. The description is not very precise. The side that the article 
calls the reverse (which we refer to as the obverse) is said to have a rising sun. I take this 
to be a misattribution by the author of this article. The image is the Eye of Providence, 
accompanied by either fine or bifurcated rays. Someone who did not study the details of 
the coin could easily interpret this image as the sun. I also notice the legend is 
transcribed as Libertas et Justitia, when the legend on the 1783 varieties actually reads 
Libertas * Justitia. A numismatist may assume this specific point must refer to the 1785 
varieties, and that is true. But, it is clear the author was not a numismatist who was 
carefully and accurately reporting all the details of the coin. Indeed they did not even 
mention the date! I suspect the date was not included because the coin had a 1783 date 
and thus appeared to be backdated, an issue the author decided to pass over in silence. 
As to the inscription, rather than taking this to be a diplomatic transcription, I suspect the 
author was simply trying to relate the meaning of the legend even if the precise form was 
somewhat different. 


The correction to the article states the coins were struck in Birmingham (using the past 
tense) by order of a merchant. You convincingly have identified the merchant as 
William Constable. Thus, it seems by March 1786 the coins described in the March 
article had already been minted and at least some had been sent to America. Possibly 
this article was produced when the order was completed and the final shipment was 
ready to go. I can’t think why else it would come out at this time. From Phil’s research 
on weight we know there were two emissions (1783 varieties and then the lighter 1785 
varieties). This would most likely be the first emission, the 1783 varieties. 


All best, 


Lou 
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The General Evening Post (London) 
Thursday, March 9, to Saturday March 11, 1786 no. 8167 
Headline: Postscript [under the subheading LONDON. ] Page [4], column 4: 


The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA ;” round a center 
cipher U. S. — On the reverse is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, 
circularly inscribed CONSTELLATIO NOVA !” 





The St. James’s CHRONICLE ; Or, BRITISH EVENING-POST 
Thursday, March 9, to Saturday March 11, 1786 no. 3902 


Headline: Postscript [under the subheading LONDON, March 11] Page [4], 
column 3 


The American Congress have lately made a Copper Coinage, 
which is now in general Circulation : One Side of the Halfpenny 
bears this circular Inscription, “Libertas et Justitia ;” round a center 
Cypher U. S. — On the Reverse is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen 
Stars, circularly inscribed “Constellatio Nova.” 





The London Chronicle 


Saturday, March 11, to Tuesday March 14, 1786 vol. 59, no. 4574 


- Headline: Monday, March 13. From the LONDON GAZETTE of March 11. 


[under the subheading London. ] Page [2], column 2 
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The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general Circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, Libertas et Justitia ; round a center cypher U. 
S. On the reverse is a sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, circularly 
inscribed Constellatio nova. 


| Note: I checked the entire contents of the London Gazette issue 
no. 12732 for Tuesday March 7 to Saturday March 11, 1786; and 
issue no. 12733 for Saturday March 11 to Tuesday March 14, 
1786. There is no reference to the American Congress coin. ] 


The Morning Herald 
Saturday, March 11, 1786 no. 1677 
[no headline] Page [3], column 1 


The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA ;” round a central 
cypher U. S. — On the reverse is a sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, 
circularly inscribed “CONSTELLATIO NOVA !” 


The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser 
Tuesday, March 14, 1786 no. 5250 


[no headline] Page [3], column 3 


Ue 
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The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, “Libertas et Justitia ;’ round a central cypher 
U. S. — On the reverse is a sun rising amidst thirteen stars, 
circularly inscribed “Constellatio Nova.” 


The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser 
Thursday, March 16, 1786 no. 5252 


[no headline] Page [3], column 4 


A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in 
America, is not true. The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, 
“Libertas et Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by the 
directions of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the 
ord[er] of a merchant in New York. Many tons were struck from 
this dye, and many from another ; and they are now in circulation 
in America, as counterfeit halfpence are in England. 


THOMAS’S Massachusetts SPY ; Or, the Worcester GAZETTE 
nl pe Thursday, March 16, 1786 — vol.16, no. 780 
i Worcester, Massachusetts printed by Isaiah Thomas 
3\ 3! Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [3], column 5 


WORCESTER, March 16 

A large quantity of counterfeit Copper Coin, manufactured in this and the 
neighboring States, has lately been in circulation in this and the neighboring 
States, has lately bee in circulation in this Commonwealth, but it is now 
generally refused a currency by the trading part of the community ; nearly 
one half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty years past has 
been of a base kind manufactured at Birmingham in England ; however, it 
crept into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity above- 
mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those which were 
genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorised in this State for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 
[the entire article is in italic type] 


THE Continental Journal AND THE WEEKLY ADVERTISER 
Thursday, March 23, 1786 — vol. 9 no. 526 
Boston, Massachusetts printed by James Griffith 
Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [3], column 2 
MA? 
js { 7 4b WORCESTER, March 16 
New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
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particular. Was a person authorised in this State for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 


The Daily Advertiser: Political, Historical, and Commercial 
Saturday, March 25, 1786 — vol 2, no. 335 

New York City, Printed by Francis Childs 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [2], column 4 


WORCESTER, March 16. 


A large quantity of counterfeit Copper Coin, manufactured in this and the 
neighboring states, has lately been in circulation in this commonwealth, but 
it is now generally refused a currency by the trading part of the community ; 
nearly one half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty years 
past has been of a base kind, manufactured at Birmingham in England ; 
however, it crept into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity 
above-mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those 
which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorized in this state for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 


NEWPORT MERCURY Containing the freshest ADVICES FOREIGN and 
DOMESTIC 

Monday, March 27, 1786 - no. 1277 

Newport, Rhode Island, Printed by Southwick & Barber 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [2], column 3 


WORCESTER, March 16 
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A large quantity of counterfeit Copper Coin, manufactured in this and the 
neighboring States, has lately been in circulation in this Commonwealth, but 
it is now generally refused a currency by the trading part of the community ; 
nearly one half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty years 
past has been of a base kind manufactured at Birmingham in England ; 
however it crept into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity 
above-mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those 
which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorised in this State for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS GAZETTE 

Monday, March 27, 1786 — vol. 5, no. 233 

Boston, Printed by Samuel Hall 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 13 - page [3], column 2 


WORCESTER, March 13 

New-York, Connecticut and Vermont have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorised in this State for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 


The Essex Journal AND THE Massachusetts and New-Hampshire GENERAL 
ADVERTISER. 

Wednesday, March 29, 1786 - no. 91 

Location: Newburyport, Massachusetts 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 13. - page [2], column 3. 


WORCESTER, March 13. 
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New-York, Connecticut and Vermont have authorized a person in each of 
those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorised in this State for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA EVENING HERALD AND THE AMERICAN MONITOR 
Wednesday, March 29, 1786 — vol. 3, no. 19, pp. 73-76 [total no. 123] 
Location: Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16. - page 74, column 4. 


WORCESTER, March 16. 


(8) A large quantity of counterfeit copper coin, manufactured in this and the 
neighboring states, has lately been in circulation in this commonwealth, but 
it is generally refused a currency by the trading part of the community ; 
nearly one half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty years 
past has been of a base kind manufactured at Birmingham in England ; 
however it crept into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity 
above-mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as that which 
was genuine. 


(9) New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each 
of those states to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; 
they are in general well made, and of good copper, - those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorised in this state for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 
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The Maryland Journal AND BALTIMORE ADVERTISER 
Tuesday, April 4, 1786 — vol. 13, no. 27 [no. 816] 
Location: Baltimore, Maryland 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16. - page [2], column 2. 


WORCESTER, March 16. 


A large quantity of counterfeit copper coin, manufactured in this and the 
neighboring states, has lately been in circulation in this commonwealth, but 
it is now generally refused a currency by the trading part of the community ; 
nearly one half of the copper coin in this country for twenty or thirty years 
past has been of a base kind, manufactured at Birmingham in England ; 
however, it crept into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity 
above-mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those 
which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in each of 
those states to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in circulation ; they 
are in general well made, and of good copper, those of New-York in 
particular. Was a person authorized in this state for the same purpose, it 
would undoubtedly prevent the manufacturing of those made of base metal. 
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BOSTON, May 10. 

It is said, that 40 tons of copper, have been coined in half-pence, at 
Greenwich, in England, for American circulation. Device- on one side, an 
Eye of Providence, and thirteen Stars - The reverse, U. S. — Better these than 
that bane to honesty, paper money. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL 
Wednesday, May 17, 1786 - vol. 5, no. 17 
Location: Boston, Massachusetts 

Headline: [London Feb 22] - page [2], column 2 


The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which is 
now in general circulation. One side of the half-penny bears this circular 
inscription, Libertas et Justitia ; round a central cipher U.S. On the reverse is 
a sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, circularly inscribed, Constellatio nova. 


The first money struck by the Congress in America is becoming 
exceedingly scarce, and only to me met with in the cabinets of the curious. 
They coned several pieces of pewter of about an inch and a half in diameter, 
and 240 grains in weight: on one side of which were inscribed, in a circular 
ring near the edge, the words — Continental Currency, 1776 — and within the 
ring a rising sun, shining upon a dial, with the word — fugio — as the side of it 
; under which were the words Mind your business. On the reverse were 13 
small circles, joined together like the rings of a chain, on each of which was 
inscribed the name of some one of the Thirteen States. On another circular 
ring, within these was inscribed — American Congress — and in the central 
space — We are one. 


The Essex Journal AND THE Massachusetts and New-Hampshire GENERAL 
ADVERTISER. 

Wednesday, May 17, 1786 - no. 98 

Location: Newburyport, Massachusetts 

Headline: New-Haven, May 4 - page [3], column 2. 


NEW-HAVEN, May 4 














We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper are now 
coining into half-pence, for the use of the American States. On one side, an 
Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for United States. 


NEWPORT MERCURY Containing the freshest ADVICES FOREIGN and 
DOMESTIC 

Monday, May 29, 1786 - no. 1286 

Newport, Rhode Island, Printed by Southwick & Barber 

Headline: New-Haven, May 4 - page [2], column 3 


NEW-HAVEN, May 4. 

We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now 
coining into half-pence, for the use of the American States : on one side, an 
Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for United States, 


THE VERMONT JOURNAL AND THE UNIVERSAL ADVERTISER 
Monday, May 29, 1786 - vol. 3, numb. 148 

Windsor, Vermont, printed by Hough and Spooner 

Headline: New-Haven, May 2 - page [3], column 2 


We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now 
coining into half pence, for the use of the American States : On one side, an 
Eye of Providence, with thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for United States. 
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THE LONDON CHRONICLE 


Tuesday, October 31, to Thursday, November 2, 1786 vol. 60, no. 
4672, pp. 425-432 


Page 430, column 2, [under the headline Thursday, Nov. 2. 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. | 


The United States of America have lately struck a halfpenny, on 
one side of which, encircled within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly 
well executed, are the letters U.S. in cipher, surrounded with the 
inscription, “Libertas et Justitia,” 1785. On the reverse, in the 
center, is a constellation, from which issue thirteen illuminated 
rays, and between each ray is a small star, expressive of the 
Thirteen United States ; around these rays and the stars, is the 
following inscription : “Nova Constellatio.” The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English coin. 





THE MORNING CHRONICLE, and LONDON ADVERTISER 
Wednesday, November 1,1786 no. 5450 
Page [3], column 1 


The United States of America have lately struck a halfpenny ; on 
one side of which, encircled within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly 
well executed, are the letters U S in cypher, surrounded with the 
inscription, LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA, dated 1785. On the reverse, in 
the center, is a constellation, from which issue thirteen illuminated 
rays, and between each ray is a small star, expressive of the 
Thirteen United States ; around these rays and the stars, is the 


following inscription : NOVA CONSTELLATIO. The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English coin. 





THE MORNING POS T, and DAILY ADVERTISER 
Thursday, November 2, 1786 no. 4278 
Page [2], column 2 


The United States of America have lately struck a halfpenny ; on 
one side of which, encircled within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly 
well executed, are the letters U S in cypher, surrounded with the 
inscription, LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA, dated 1785. On the reverse, in 
the center, is a constellation, from which issue thirteen illuminated 
rays, and between each ray is a small star, expressive of the 
Thirteen United States ; around these rays and the stars, is the 
following inscription : NOVA CONSTELLATIO. The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English ocin. [sic! For 
coin| 


s, 7 


THE BATH CHRONICLE 
Thursday, August 2, 1787 vol. 26, no. 1392 


Page [3], column 1, [under the headline: LONDON, Tuesday July 
31] 


The Congress Copper, as it 1s generally called, is now the small 
current coin in circulation all over the American States : and it is 
the first of this sort of business set on foot by the Worthy 
Congress, for the convenience of their Infant States, it is worth of 
particular remark. — On one side is a cypher U.S. for United States, 
incircled with a wreath of laurels, the motto round is Libertas et 
Justitia, 1755. On the other side is a large star, with 13 points or 
rays, and between the extremities of these points, there are 13 
small stars; in the center of the larger star is an eye, the emblem of 
the eye of Providence enlightening the whole, the motto round is, 
Nova Constellatio. 


The whole coinage was manufactured at Birmingham, on a 
lumping estimate so much per hundred weight, and consequently it 
is not a very curious, elegant, piece of coin for the cabinet of the 
Virtuosi, nor will its real value recommend it : for three of them 
would only make about an English penny, but from their 
convenience, they are received & pass in common with our 
English coppers, as they call our halfpenny. ] 
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FELIX FARLEY’S BRISTOL JOURNAL 
Saturday, August 4, 1787 vol. 38, no. 2023 
Page [2], column 2, [under the headline: LONDON, July 30-31] 


The Congress Copper, as it is generally called, is now the small 
current coin in circulation all over the American States ; and it is 
the first of this sort of business set on foot by the Worthy 
Congress, for the convenience of their Infant States, it is worth of 
particular remark. — On one side is a cypher U.S. for United States, 
incircled with a wreath of laurels, the motto round is Libertas et 
Justitia, 1785. On the other side is a large star, with 13 points, 
there are 13 small stars; in the center of the larger star is an eye, the 
emblem of the eye of Providence enlightening the whole, the motto 
round is, Nova Constellatio. 


The whole coinage was manufactured at Birmingham, on a 
lumping estimate so much per hundred weight, and consequently it 
is not a very curious, elegant, piece of coin for the cabinet of the 
Virtuosi, nor will its real value recommend it : for three of them 
would only make about an English penny, but from their 
convenience, they are received & pass in common with our 
English coppers, as they call our halfpenny. 


Page 1 of 2 


Subj: Novas again 

Date: 3/6/2009 4:07:00 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To: EricNumis@aol.com, PLMossman@aol.com 
Eric and Phil, 


| finally located the London article that was the basis of the Bath and Bristol reports from early August 1787. 
The information follows and should be added to the final attachment | sent to you. 


Lou 


The Public Advertiser 


Tuesday, July 31, 1787 [London printed by H.S. Woodfall] 


Page [4], columns 1-2 [no headline] 


The Congress Copper, as it is generally called, is now the small current coin 
in circulation all over the American States : and as it is the first of this sort of 
business set on foot by the Worthy Congress, for the convenience of their 
Infant States, it is worth of particular remark. — On one side is a cypher U.S. 
for United States, incircled with a wreath of laurels, the motto round is 
Libertas et Justitia, 1785. On the other side is a large star, with 13 points or 
rays, and between the extremities of these points, there are 13 small stars; in 
the center of the larger star is an eye, the emblem of the eye of Providence 
enlightening the whole, the motto round 1s Nova Constellatio. 


The whole coinage was manufactured at Birmingham, on a lumping estimate 
at so much per hundred weight, and consequently it is not a very curious, 
elegant, piece of coin for the cabinet of the Virtuosi, nor will its real value 
recommend it : for three of them would only make about an English penny, 
but from their convenience, they are received & pass in common with our 
English coppers, as they call our halfpenny. 


Friday, March 06, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Novas articles 2 

Date: 3/6/2009 1:57:22 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To; EricNumis@aol.com, PLMossman@aol.com 


Eric (and Phil), 


The next group of newspaper articles comes from America. This article does not 
specifically mention or describe the nova copper but as Eric has pointed out it mentions a 
New-York copper, which most likely is the nova. The article originated in the 
Massachusetts Spy (Worcester) of Thursday, March 16, 1786 and was picked up by 
papers in Boston, New York City, Newport RI, Newburyport MA, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 


This article seems to confirm the information from the British papers of the same month, 
namely that the coppers were already circulating in New York. If these are the novas (as 
is most likely the case), then it seems at least the initial emission was well underway, if 
not complete by March 1786. 


Lou 





Friday, March 06, 2009 AOL ricNumis 





The Connecticut Journal 

Wednesday, May 3, 1786 — no. 966 

Location: New Haven, Connecticut printed by Thomas and Samuel Green 
Headline: London, January 25 - page [2], column 1 


Jan. 25. We hear that at Greenwich, forty tons of copper is now coining into 
half-pence, for the use of the American States : on one side an eye of 
Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for United States. 


The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine, 
Thursday, May 4, 1786 — vol. 1, no. 12 
Headline: New Haven, May 4 - page 96, column 1 


We are informed, that at Greenwich in England, forty tons of copper is now 
coining into half-pence, for the use of the American States : on one side an 
Eye of Providence, with thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for United States. 


THE MASSACHUSETTS CENTINEL 

Wednesday, May 10, 1786 - vol. 5, no. 15 

Location: Boston, Massachusetts 

Headline: [Boston Wednesday May 10] - page [3], column 1 


It is said, that 40 tons of copper, have been coined in half-pence, at 
Greenwich, in England, for American circulation. Device- on one side, an 
Eye of Providence, and thirteen Stars - The reverse, U. S. — Better these than 
that bane to honesty paper money. 


The Connecticut Courant, and WEEKLY INTELLIGENCER, 
Publication Date: not listed [issue 1113] 


’ Location: Hartford, Connecticut, printed by Hudson and Goodwin 


Headline: Boston May 10 - page [2], column 3 
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Subj: Nova Constellatio 

Date: 3/9/2009 4:53:46 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: PLMossman 

To: ljordan@nd.edu, EricNumis 

Hi Eric and Lou: 


I'm going to send you my recent thoughts and work as a download because it has a table 


that may get messed up in email. 
Phil 


A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above. See yours in just 2 easy steps! 


Thursday, March 12, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 


Hello Lou and Eric: 


I’ve been burning the midnight oil working on the Nova Constellatio coppers. They are 
one of my favorite coinages and, like so many others, are still shrouded in mystery. I’m so 
pleased to see that Eric is exploring them again to answer some of those pesky questions. In my 
1993 Money I concentrated a lot of effort on them. At that time, some of the issues I raised were: 


Some of my previous ideas 


There have been some attempts to establish a domestic origin for the Nova Constellatio 
coppers, linking them to the Nova Eborac coppers of Brasher and Bailey with which they appear 
to share some common letter punches. The reverse designs on the Vermont landscape issues of 
1785 and 1786 by William Coley are similar to, but not identical. The mutual resemblance of 
these dies does suggest some common, yet unidentified, bias. Despite any temptation, however 
strong, to suggest an American source for the Nova Constellatio coppers, contemporaneous 
newspaper accounts state that the Nova Constellatio coppers are an English product. 


The circulation of lightweight coppers was restricted in New York after August 1, 1787. 
Thereafter, such pieces, including the Nova Constellatio tokens became fair game for the coining 
presses of other operators who sought to legitimize underweight coins by impressing them with 
an acceptable design and to send them off again into circulation with a new identity. 
Examination shows that 1785 Nova Constellatio coppers were used as host coins for many 1787 
Vermont coppers from Rupert (Ryder-Richardson 14, 12 and 32) and for 1788 Connecticut 
coppers from Machin's Mills: Miller 3-B1 (always), 3-B2 (usually), 4.1-B1 (frequently), 4.1-K 
(occasionally), 4.2-R (always), 5-B2 (usually), 10-C (usually), 11-G (two known and I have one 
of them), and 12.2-C (usually). An occasional 1783 Nova Constellatio is found as the host for 
New Jersey coins from the Elizabethtown mint. The most common 1785 Nova Constellatio host 
coin which can be attributed is the Crosby 5-E, followed next by the 4-C and 4-D. Walter Breen 
said the 5-E was the most common host coin and I agree. 


From these data, some speculation can be made about the circulation of Nova 
Constellatio coppers. Research by Newman suggests that, although dated 1783 and 1785, the 
coins were not common before May 1786. In fact it would have been unexpected, despite the 
1783 date, to have found this series in America prior to the signing of the peace treaty. Felt 
noted that in 1788 the most common copper in Massachusetts was the 1783 Nova Constellatio. 
Further inspection of the 1785 Nova Constellatio die varieties shows stylistic differences on the 
obverse progressing from 30 to 29 and later 26 paired leaves in the wreath. The 1785 Crosby 1- 
B, 2-A and 3-B have 30 pairs as do all the three 1783 varieties. The 1785 1-B shares a common 
obverse with the 1783 3-C, both displaying a misspelled CONSTELATIO. The six varieties 
mentioned, with 30 paired leaves, are less commonly seen as host coins than are the other three 
issues, 5-E, 4-C, and 4-D, which in and of themselves are much rarer coins. This suggests that as 
the first group arrived in America, they directly entered into commerce, but when the second 
group arrived at a later date, i.e. 4-C (30 pairs), 4-D (29 pairs) and 5-E (26 pairs), the circulation 
of coppers was becoming more sluggish and many were sold in bulk to minters. The last three 
varieties of the 1785 Nova Constellatio coppers must have appeared on the scene by July 1787 
for them to have been used in the Rupert mint. Felt, writing in 1839, apparently was not familiar 
with the 1785 Nova Constellatio coppers anytime before January 1788, an observation which 
further indicates that those varieties were uncommonly seen in the Bay State by the time of the 
Massachusetts mint. 


Crosby's scale of rarity adds further evidence that the 4-C, 4-D, and 5-E varieties were 
not as commonly circulated as the others but bought up in quantity. He observed that the 1785 
1-B is rarity 3, the 2-A is rarity 4, and the 3-B is common, whereas the 4-C is rarity 5, the 4-D is 
rarity 6 and the 5-E is rarity 4. While the last three coins are much rarer as unaltered coins, they 
are more common as host coins than the preceding three or any of the 1783 varieties. When 
these Nova Constellatio coppers eventually reached Machin's Mills and the Rupert mint they 
became host coins for 1788 Connecticut coppers and 1787 Vermont coppers, respectively. For 
the Connecticut coinage, the lighter weight Nova Constellatio coppers defrauded the public, but 
for Vermont, these ready-made host coins were heavier than the authorized weight. 


The following observations can be made about the Nova Constellatio coppers: [1] those 
predated 1783 were introduced in about May 1786; [2] the first three varieties of 1785 arrived in 
close succession, either late 1786 or early 1787; [3] the last three 1785 varieties arrived before 
July 1787; [4] the rarity census noted by Crosby for the 4-C, 4-D, and 5-E does take into account 
that many of these coins were overstruck and, therefore, fewer exist as originals. 


My new research over the past few days: 


I still have all my data from 1993 on coin weights and to these I added all the examples 
listed in coin catalogues from 1993 to date, recording the weight data for 261 separate examples. 
These are presented in the table below. 


Nova Constellatio Weight Data Compiled from 1974 to 2009 catalogues 
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Next I did some statistical studies to see if these group were similar or not. Below are the 
following statement I can conclude. 





Statements: 
Note: to determine whether two sets of figures are alike or similar, any ‘ 
considered the significant cutoff below which the two values are not alike. 


[Seb 


value less than 0.05 is 





Combined 1783 and 1785 are statistically far apart (p=0.0000000004932). 


1783 2-B and 3-C the groups are alike (p= 0.1466). 

1783 1-A and 2-B are alike (p= 0.1054) but note the wide standard deviation in these two groups 
indicating the wide range of weight. 

1783 1-A and 3-C are no where alike (p=0.00086) 

1783 1-A compared to combined 1783 2-B and 3-C; not alike ( p=0.01546) 


1785 1-B and 1785 4-D are not alike (p=0.004648) 
1785 1-B and 1785 2-A are alike (p=0.1308) 


1788 Connecticuts o/s on 1785 Novas: the two groups are not alike. (p=0.000238) 
BUT they are like 1785 5-Es (p=0.0588) which are the majority of the host coins. 


The 16 identified Nova host coins are: 2-A — 2 
4-C - 3 
4-D - 3 
5-E- 8 


Discussion: 


First of all, there appears to be quite a difference in the weight of the planchet stock of 
the different varieties. The 1783 and 1785 coppers are no where alike in their weights — the “p” 
value is to the minus 9 power! They seem to have gotten progressively lighter. As they were 
made, the minter appears to have decreased the weight of the planchet stock - ? profit motive. 
One observation is important is that the planchets are well made — I have only seen two -both 
Connecticut host coins - that had small planchet clips. I once had a double strike and I know of 
only one off strike. So whoever made them did a good job technically. Compare this good 
quality to the many errors seen in counterfeit halfpence. 


In 1785, the 4-D is a heavier group than the others. 


Next I recorded the weights of 41 1788 Connecticut coppers overstruck of Nova host 
coins. An interesting result: we know that the 1785 tokens were much more frequently used as 
host planchets than the 1783 varieties. It appears that the 5-E was the most commonly identified 
host — suggesting that by the time it arrived here, it was bought up by speculators as a source of 
cheap planchets. But on a statistical weight analysis, the 1788 Connecticuts and the entire 1785 
Novas as two groups are dissimilar BUT the 1788 Connecticuts are a match for the 1785 Nova 
5-Es! Although we see more 5-Es as host planchets, there are too few of them, only 8, and all 
we can say is that this is a suggestion. [See breakdown above of 16 examples.] 


I'll probably think of something else. 


Phil 
03/09/09 
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Subj: Re: Nova Constellatio 

Date: 3/10/2009 10:05:10 A.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To: PLMossman@aol.com, EricNumis@aol.com 
Phil, 


This is an excellent analysis! It really gets to the heart of the emission sequence. | am also intrigued by the 
similar standard deviation in weight between the 1783 1-A and 2-B. Do you have any suggestions about this? 


| do have one comment - you state: "Research by Newman suggests that, although dated 1783 and 
1785, the coins were not common before May 1786." 


and later observe: 


The following observations can be made about the Nova Constellatio coppers: [1] those predated 1783 
were introduced in about May 1786; [2] the first three varieties of 1785 arrived in close succession, 
either late 1786 or early 1787..." 


| am assuming you are using the May date because that was when the American newspaper articles 
mentioning the coins by name were printed. However, Eric, in his article "Nova Constellatio Copper 
Coinage,"on p. 93 in discussing the relationship of the VT design to the Nova coppers states "The 
chronology of the use of the widening rays on the first Vermont coinage makes it reasonable to conclude 
that William Coley of New York, the first Vermont diesinker, saw an example of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO 
private copper coinage with widening bifurcated rays before making the 1785 Vermont dies rather than vice 
versa. This must have occurred in the latter part of the year 1785, a time frame which coordinates with the 
March 1786 English newspaper accounts of the appearance of the NOVA CONSTELLATIO private copper 
coinage in America and which takes into account the normal delays of a personal trip or sending mail 

or dispatches by trans-Atlantic shipping to England" 


| take this to mean that he is suggesting the 1783 novas began arriving in America in the latter part of the 
year 1/85. He then goes on to say that the first accounts in the London newspapers, which appear in early 
March 1786, would tend to verify his dating because they mention the coins "are now in general circulation." 
Eric is saying that, if the coins first arrived at the end of 1785, it would have taken at least 6-8 weeks for this 
information to get back to England and thus it seems the timeframe of a report in the London papers in early 
March that the coins were now in general circulation, would support an initial circulation date of late 1785. 


Comments? 
Lou 
On Mar 9, 2009, at 5:53 PM, PLMossman@aol.com wrote: 
Hi Eric and Lou: 
I'm going to send you my recent thoughts and work as a download because it has 


a table that may get messed up in email. 
Phil 


A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above. See yours in just 2 easy steps!<Nova Constellatio.doc> 


Tuesday, March 10, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: novas 

Date: 3/24/2009 3:38:38 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

TO: PLMossman@aol.com, EricNumis@aol.com 
Phil and Eric, 


Enclosed is an updated listing of newspaper articles related to the 
nova coppers. | have found a few more newspapers that carried the 
stories. In the enclosed listing | have simply added the text from 
the first newspaper to carry the story and then listed subsequent 
reprints below. Also, | am appending a brief commentary on the 
chronology of the articles (any comments will be appreciated). | 
still have not located a British origin for the January 25 notice 

that first appears in the New-York Journal of April 27, 1786. | have 
the transcriptions of each individual newspaper notice and will send 
them to you if you wish. | also have the PDF version of each 
original newspaper and can send them as well. Let me know if they 
would be helpful. 


All best, 


Lou 


Wednesday, March 25, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: novas 

Date: 4/1/2009 2:47:35 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

1: ljordan@nd.edu 

CC: PLMossman 


Dear Lou and Phil: 


It has just occurred to me that if the Greenwich location was mentioned in news printed in England wouldn't it 
be strange to use the words "in England" in an English publication about Greenwich as anyone literate person 
in England would know that. It might be an insult to the readers. 

That means to me that the message was revised in America. and possibly messed up in trying to help 
American readers know that Greenwich was in England and not in Connecticut or elsewhere..Perhaps in the 
American newspapers’ text if we moved the word "that" four words to the right then the news would have 
originated in Greenwich instead of the coins being alleged to have been minted there.. 


Thank both of you for the continuing input. — Eric 


In a message dated 3/30/2009 2:48:42 P.M. Central Daylight Time, ljordan@nd.edu writes: 


Eric and Phil, 


| am still looking for an English source carrying this story. | have in interlibrary loan request out for a 
microfilm copy of The New London Magazine. It is one of the monthly news magazines from 1786 that 
is not in the ND collections. One thing is certain - the story was not universally reported. | have 
checked several daily, bi-weekly, and weekly newspapers from London for January and February as 
well as reading over several monthly magazines and have not yet found the story in a single source. 
Most, but not all, of the other stories reported in the New York-Journal of April 27, can be located in 
one or more of these sources. 


It is possible that Greenwich may have simply been the city where the story was first heard. | 
wondered if an agent for a Birmingham factory was visiting the Depford and Woolwich Navel Depots 
(Woolwich was also the site of a Royal Brass Factory,where canon and other armaments were 
produced) looking for a supply of copper. If so, he would most likely have stayed in Greenwich, 

for Deptford is 1 mile west of downtown Greenwich and Woolwich is 4 miles to the east. As you know 
they are all located on the opposite (south) side of the Thames, just outside London (Depford is across 
the river from the "Isle of Dogs"). As Eric stated in his essay, forty tons of copper was far more that 
was needed for the nova order. Possibly the copper was being sought to complete the nova order that 
was currently underway (the article says "is now coining") and was to be used for other orders for 
copper items that were to be produced at the Birmingham plant. 


Lou 


On Mar 30, 2009, at 1:27 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 


Dear Lou and Phil: 

It has occurred to me that the mention of Greenwich in the Nova Constellation 
newspaper articles might be the place where the information was heard rather than the 
place where the coins were struck. Rereading the text might indicate the transcriber 
might have misunderstood an oral statement elsewhere or otherwise. Your comments 
are most welcome. 


Thank both of you again for all the research you have been doing on this intriguing 


Thursday, April 02, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: novas 

Date: 4/1/2009 3:34:32 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

1G: EricNumis@aol.com, PLMossman@aol.com 
Eric, 


From what | have discovered, it seems articles were frequently revised in minor ways as they moved from one newspaper to another. However, in this 
case the article does not use the words "in England" rather it states: 


The New-York Journal, or the Weekly Register (New York City) 
Thursday, April 27, 1786 (no. 2060) 
Location: New York City, 


Headline: London - page [2], column 2 


Jan. 25. We-hear that at Greenwich, forty tons of copper is now coining into half-pence, for the use 
of the American States : on one side an Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. for 
United States. 
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On Apr 1, 2009, at 3:47 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 


Dear Lou and Phil: 


It has just occurred to me that if the Greenwich location was mentioned in news printed in England wouldn't it be strange to use the 
words "in England" in an English publication about Greenwich as anyone literate person in England would know that. It might be an insult 
to the readers. 

That means to me that the message was revised in America. and possibly messed up in trying to help American readers know that 
Greenwich was in England and not in Connecticut or elsewhere. .Perhaps in the American newspapers' text if we moved the word "that" 
four words to the right then the news would have originated in Greenwich instead of the coins being alleged to have been minted there.. 


Friday, April 03, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Thank both of you for the continuing input. — Eric 


In a message dated 3/30/2009 2:48:42 P.M. Central Daylight Time, ljordan@nd.edu writes: 


Eric and Phil, 


| am still looking for an English source carrying this story. | have in interlibrary loan request out for a microfilm copy of The New 
London Magazine. It is one of the monthly news magazines from 1786 that is not in the ND collections. One thing is certain - the 
Story was not universally reported. | have checked several daily, bi-weekly, and weekly newspapers from London for January 
and February as well as reading over several monthly magazines and have not yet found the story in a single source. Most, but 
not all, of the other stories reported in the New York-Journal of April 27, can be located in one or more of these sources. 


It is possible that Greenwich may have simply been the city where the story was first heard. | wondered if an agent for 

a Birmingham factory was visiting the Depford and Woolwich Navel Depots (Woolwich was also the site of a Royal Brass 
Factory,where canon and other armaments were produced) looking for a supply of copper. If so, he would most likely have 
Stayed in Greenwich, for Deptford is 1 mile west of downtown Greenwich and Woolwich is 4 miles to the east. As you know they 
are all located on the opposite (south) side of the Thames, just outside London (Depford is across the river from the "Isle of 
Dogs"). As Eric stated in his essay, forty tons of copper was far more that was needed for the nova order. Possibly the copper 
was being sought to complete the nova order that was currently underway (the article says "is now coining") and was to be used 
for other orders for copper items that were to be produced at the Birmingham plant. 


Lou 


On Mar 30, 2009, at 1:27 PM, EricNumis@aol.com wrote: 


Dear Lou and Phil: 

It has occurred to me that the mention of Greenwich in the Nova Constellation newspaper articles might be the 
place where the information was heard rather than the place where the coins were struck. Rereading the text might 
indicate the transcriber might have misunderstood an oral statement elsewhere or otherwise. Your comments are 
most welcome. 


Thank both of you again for all the research you have been doing on this intriguing matter. 
Eric 
In a message dated 3/24/2009 3:38:38 P.M. Central Daylight Time, \jordan@nd.edu writes: 


Phil and Eric, 


Enclosed is an updated listing of newspaper articles related to the 
nova coppers. | have found a few more newspapers that carried the 
stories. In the enclosed listing | have simply added the text from 
the first newspaper to carry the story and then listed subsequent 
reprints below. Also, | am appending a brief commentary on the 
chronology of the articles (any comments will be appreciated). | 
still have not located a British origin for the January 25 notice 

that first appears in the New-York Journal of April 27, 1786. | have 
the transcriptions of each individual newspaper notice and will send 
them to you if you wish. | also have the PDF version of each 
original newspaper and can send them as well. Let me know if they 
would be helpful. 


All best, 


Lou 


Feeling the pinch at the grocery store? Make dinner for $10 or less. 


Friday, April 03, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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Subj: Fwd: American numismatic history 

Date: 4/5/2009 1:58:58 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: PLMossman 

To: ljordan@nd.edu, EricNumis 

Hello Eric and Lou: 

Here is the second reply from Greenwich. 
Phil 


A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above. See yours in just 2 easy steps! 


Forwarded Message: 


Subj: RE: American numismatic history 

Date: 4/4/2009 3:56:29 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: Heritage.Centre@greenwich.gov.uk 

To: PLMossman@aol.com 


Sent from the Internet (Details) 
Dear Mr Mossman, 
Thank you for your enquiry. 


As far as we are aware there has been no minting activity in Greenwich, private or otherwise. I'm 
no expert, but I imagine that a coin-making operation of a size that could handle forty tons of 
the raw material would have been a substantial one, and it's difficult to see how no record of it 
survives. Particularly, as you say, as it would have to have been a properly set-up business and 
not some clandestine affair. So, pending any further evidence coming to light, I would have to 
say it seems to be an inaccurate report. Of course, if anything more does come up we would be 
interested to hear about it and to help you with any subsequent questions, if we can. 


Regards, 
Jonathan Partington 


Greenwich Heritage Centre 
Artillery Square 

Royal Arsenal 

London, SE18 4DX 

44 20 885 42452 

Tue-Sat, 9 am-5 pm 


From: PLMossman@aol.com [mailto:PLMossman@aol.com] 
Sent: Mon 30/03/2009 14:43 

To: Heritage Centre 

Subject: American numismatic history 


Dear Sir/Madam: 


Sunday, April 05, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 
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If I may introduce myself: my name is Philip Mossman and, besides being a retired physician, | am an 
author and researcher on early American numismatics. Currently, three of us are working on a project 
to discover the English origins of an early American copper token that was minted in England on 
contract from New York for circulation in America. The first account of this coinage, the 1783- and 
1785-dated Nova Constellatio coppers assigns it to Greenwich, although later newspaper reports say it 
was from Birmingham, which of course, was the site of a great deal of coining activity. But did it 
start in Greenwich? The first report from The New-York Journal of Thursday, April 27, 1786, #2060, 
is repeated below: 


Jan. 25. We hear that at Greenwich, forty tons of copper is now coining into half-pence, for the 
use of the American States : on one side an Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. 
for United States. 


This item was then repeated in nine other American newspapers; apparently it was initially excerpted 
for American readers from a London magazine. One colleague, who is a librarian at Notre Dame 
University, has searched all the available English newspapers and magazines of that period and has 
not found the original commentary. 


After all this preamble our question to you: during the third quarter of the 1700s were there any 
known coiners or private mints operating in Greenwich? Sometimes they were also button-makers. 
Since the coins are very well made they were obviously from a technically adept outfit and from not 
fly-by-night counterfeiters who were very active at that time in London and Birmingham. 


Our quandary is — was the first of this series of eight coppers minted in Greenwich and then the 
operation later moved to Birmingham for the next seven? The first issue is a little bit heavier than the 
subsequent issues. Was the link to Greenwich an inaccurately reported rumor? At that time, 
newspapers were full of speculations often reported as fact. Or hopefully, did you have a coining 
industry in your city at that time? 


Many thanks: 
Sincerely, 
Philip L. Mossman, M.D. 


A Good Credit Score is 700 or Above. See yours in just 2 easy steps! 


This message is for the named person's use only. It may contain confidential, 
proprietary or legally privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is 
waived or lost by any mistransmission. If you receive this message in error, 
please immediately delete it and all copies of it from your system, destroy any 
hard copies of it and notify the sender. You must not, directly or indirectly, use, 
disclose, distribute, print, or copy any part of this message if you are not the 
intended recipient. Greenwich Council reserves the right to monitor all e-mail 
communications through its networks, in accordance with legislation. 
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Greenwich Council has scanned this e-mail for viruses but does not accept any 
responsibility once this e-mail has been transmitted. You should scan 
attachments (if any) for viruses. 


Greenwich Council can be contacted by telephone on +44 (0) 20 8854 8888 


Greenwich Council: Carrying the torch for Greenwich. 
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matter. 
Eric 


In a message dated 3/24/2009 3:38:38 P.M. Central Daylight Time, |jordan@nd.edu 
writes: 


Phil and Eric, 


Enclosed is an updated listing of newspaper articles related to the 
nova coppers. | have found a few more newspapers that carried the 
stories. In the enclosed listing | have simply added the text from 
the first newspaper to carry the story and then listed subsequent 
reprints below. Also, | am appending a brief commentary on the 
chronology of the articles (any comments will be appreciated). | 
still have not located a British origin for the January 25 notice 

that first appears in the New-York Journal of April 27, 1786. | have 
the transcriptions of each individual newspaper notice and will send 
them to you if you wish. | also have the PDF version of each 
original newspaper and can send them as well. Let me know if they 
would be helpful. 


All best, 


Lou 


Feeling the pinch at the grocery store? Make dinner for $10 or less. 


Feeling the pinch at the grocery store? Make dinner for $10 or less. 


Thursday, April 02, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 


A few observations on contemporary newspaper articles related to 
the nova coppers 


It seems the first article on the nova coppers dates to no later than January 
25, 1786. The original English source of the article has not yet been 
uncovered. The earliest version I have uncovered is a reprinting in The 
New-York Journal of April 27, 1786. Subsequently, the notice appears in 
several American newspapers throughout the month of May. Currently, I 
suspect this article may represent a notice that was publicized at the start of 
the coinage order. The article uses the present tense (“is now coining’’), 
suggesting the coinage was being minted at that time, or that the minting 
was just starting. The basic design of the nova copper is accurately described 
(“on one side an Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. 
for United States”) but it seems the quantity of copper and the location (40 
tons at Greenwich) may not be accurate. The dating of this article to January 
25 is present in the New-York Journal of April 27 and in the copy of the 
notice that appeared in the Connecticut Journal (New Haven) of May 3; but 
the dating is missing or left off subsequent reprintings from other American 
newspapers. 


A little research into the notice printed directly after the Greenwich piece in 
The New-York Journal, about the Freemason lodge in Venice, shows a slight 
discrepancy in the dating. The New-York Journal dates the Freemason notice 
to January 26, but I uncovered the same notice in two London newspapers 
from January 1786, one published on the 21“ and the other on the 23". The 
earlier of the two London papers dates the Venice notice to January 15. 
Thus, the date of Jan. 26 in The New-York Journal, is at least 11 days after 
the fact, and probably reflects the date of the publication from which the 
Journal took the notice. Based on what I have discovered about the 
Freemason story I would suggest the Greenwich article date of January 25 in 
The New-York Journal may be a terminus ante quem, the original article 
may have initially appeared a week or so earlier. 


The next article on the novas circulated in London in March 1786. This 
article describes the coinage more closely than the January article, since it 
attempts to give the legends. The original article appeared in two papers on 
March 11, another on the 13 and two more papers on the 14". The Morning 
Chronicle, which ran the article on the 14", published a correction on March 


16. Based on the March 16" correction I suspect the coins are the 1783 
varieties and that the author was not attempting to accurately transcribe the 
legend but simply interpret it (hence Libertas et Justitia rather than the more 
accurate Libertas * Justitia). These two articles use the past tense (March 11- 


14 article “have lately made” and the March 16 correction “was coined at 
Birmingham”) suggesting the minting was completed. The March 16" 
correction states the coins were made in Birmingham and goes on to say that 
two dies were used. The term dies (rather than two varieties or two types) 
leads me to suspect the correction was sent in by a coin collector, who 
probably had seen or obtained specimens of each variety the 1783 2-B and 
the 1783 3-C. (I suspect the 1-A and the 2-B would have appeared to be the 
same “die” to this collector, if he indeed, has seen the 1-A). The correction 
was to say that the coins were not made by congress as stated in the March 
11-14 article (and as was implied in the January article), but that the coins 
were made for a merchant in New York. The additional details on the 
location and varieties seem to have been printed so other virtuosi would 
know where to get the coins and how many varieties they needed to get. 


It seems both the January and the March articles from England appeared in 
American papers during May. Interestingly, the London article of March 
11-14 had appeared in at least six London papers but was picked up by only 
two American papers (on May 13 and 17) but the correction that just 
appeared in one London newspaper (on March 17) was picked up by at least 
four American papers (May 20 — June 5). At this same time, the January 25 
Greenwich article, for which I still cannot locate a single English source, 
was reprinted in 11 American papers (April 27 - May 29). Thus, the 
London January and March stories circulated in America 
contemporaneously throughout May. 


Following the London March reports there is a seven-month hiatus in 
English reports on the nova coppers. Finally, on October 31, there is a report 
that the halfpenny with the 1785 date had been “lately struck.” This article is 
the first to mention the date on the copper, clearly to distinguish these coins 
from the 1783 backdated varieties that were being produced back in January. 
The phrase “lately struck” implies the coins were recently made, which was 
probably the reason for the article. Since this story only discussed new 
varieties for a type of coin that had already been minted, the story was not 
picked up by as many London papers as the March story [the October story 





was in 3 London papers while the March story was in 6 papers, 7 if we count 
the correction]. 


Regarding the Gentleman’s Magazine - The first mention of the nova in the 
Gentleman’s Magazine is a letter of October 21, published in the October 
issue (that Gentleman’s Magazine issue for the month came out at came out 
at the end of the month) illustrated the and described the 1785 nova. A 
further comment in a letter of November 30" appeared in the December 
issue, suggesting the eye was the Eye of Providence. [It was not until the 
October issue of 1788 that the 1783 variety was illustrated. ] 


Much later, on July 31, 1787 a summary story specifically mentioning the 
1785 varieties and giving Birmingham as the minting location was printed in 
the London Public Advertiser and this was picked up by a paper in Bath and 
another in Bristol, but in no other London papers. This article perpetuates 
the misattribution of the coins to the United States rather than to a New York 
merchant. I am not sure why the article was published at this time. During 
this same timeframe American papers were discussion the fugio contract, 
possible the story circulated to keep the possibility of a Birmingham contract 
coinage alive. The article reads like an advertisement “The United States of 
America have lately struck a halfpenny, on one side of which, encircled 
within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly well executed... .” Most other 
newspaper articles do not comment on the quality. s 





The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) 
Thursday, March 16, 1786 (no. 5252) 
[no headline] Page [3], column 4 


A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in 
America, is not true. The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, 
“Libertas et Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by the 
directions of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the 
ord[er] of a merchant in New York. Many tons were struck from 
this dye, and many from another ; and they are now in circulation 
in America, as counterfeit halfpence are in England. 


Not reprinted in any British newspapers that I could locate, but it was picked up in the 
following American newspapers: 

The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser (Philadelphia) - Saturday, May 20, 1786 
(n6.2275) 

The New-York Journal, or the Weekly Register (New York City) - Thursday, May 25, 
1786 (no. 2064) 

The Daily Advertiser: Political, Historical, and Commercial (New York City) - Friday, 
May 26, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 389) 

The Independent Ledger and the American Advertiser (Boston)- Monday, June 5, 1786 
(no. 438) 


Thomas’s Massachusetts Spy; or, the Worcester Gazette (Worcester) 
Thursday, March 16, 1786 (vol.16, no. 780) 

Worcester, Massachusetts, printed by Isaiah Thomas 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [3], column 5 


WORCESTER, March 16 

A large quantity of counterfeit Copper Coin, manufactured in this 
and the neighboring States, has lately been in circulation in this 
and the neighboring States, has lately bee in circulation in this 
Commonwealth, but it is now generally refused a currency by the 
trading part of the community ; nearly one half of the copper coin 
in this country for twenty or thirty years past has been of a base 
kind manufactured at Birmingham in England ; however, it crept 
into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity above- 
mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those 
which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in 
each of those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in 
circulation ; they are in general well made, and of good copper, 
those of New-York in particular. Was a person authorised in this 
State for the same purpose, it would undoubtedly prevent the 
manufacturing of those made of base metal. [the entire article is in 
italic type] 


Also in the following American newspapers: 

The Continental Journal and the Weekly Advertiser (Boston) - Thursday, March 23, 1786 
(vol. 9 no. 526) 

The Daily Advertiser: Political, Historical, and Commercial (New York City) - Saturday, 
March 25, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 335) 

Newport Mercury Containing the Freshest Advices Foreign and Domestic (Newport, 
Rhode Island) - Monday, March 27, 1786 (no. 1277) 

The Massachusetts Gazette (Boston) -Monday, March 27, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 233) 

The Essex Journal and the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire General Advertiser 
(Newburyport, Massachusetts) - Wednesday, March 29, 1786 (no. 91) 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - 
Wednesday, March 29, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 19, pp. 73-76 [total no. 123]) 

The Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser (Baltimore) - Tuesday, April 4, 1786 
(vol. 13, no. 27 [no. 816]) 





The New-York Journal, or the Weekly Register (New York City) 
Thursday, April 27, 1786 (no. 2060) 

Location: New York City, 

Headline: London - page [2], column 2 


Jan. 25. We-hear that at Greenwich, forty tons of copper is now 
coining into half-pence, for the use of the American States : on one 
side an Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. 
for United States. 

Jan. 26. The Freemasons meetings at Venice are entirely 
suppressed ; and the furniture and implements of their elegant 
lodge were publicly burnt. 

Her majesty of France is far advanced in her pregnancy. 


Also in the following American newspapers: 


[the Greenwich article followed by the Freemason article] 
The Connecticut Journal (New Haven) - Wednesday, May 3, 1786 (no. 966) 


[the Greenwich article without the Freemason article] 

The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine (New Haven) - Thursday, May 
4, 1786 (vol. 1, no. 12) 

The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 15) 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - 
Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (Total no. 135) 

The Continental Journal and the Weekly Advertiser (Boston) - Thursday, May 11, 1786 
(vol. 9,:no. 553) 

The Connecticut Courant, and Weekly Intelligencer, (Hartford) — ((May 15, 1786, issue 
1113]) 

The Essex Journal and the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire General Advertiser 
(Newburyport, Massachusetts) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (no. 98) 

The Norwich-Packet, or, the Country Journal (Norwich, Connecticut) - Thursday, May 
18, 1786 (vol. 12, no. 603) 

Newport Mercury Containing the Freshest Advices Foreign and Domestic (Newport, 
Rhode Island) - Monday, May 29, 1786 (no. 1286) 

The Vermont Journal and the Universal Advertiser (Windsor, Vermont) - Monday, May 
29, 1786 (vol. 3, numb. 148) 








Additionally, during the same month (i.e. May), the London article from March is found 
in the following two American newspapers: 


The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - Saturday, 
May 13, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 32, total no. 136) 
The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 17) 


Further, related to the Greenwich article as it appeared in the New York Journal of 
April 27, 1786: 


I have not yet uncovered a London (or other British) source of the article on Greenwich. 
Presumably, since the New-York Journal uses a date of Jan. 25, there must be some 
British source in which the article appeared under that date; this could be a newspapers or 
a monthly magazine. 


However, I have located two London newspapers with the notice on the Freemason 
meetinghouse in Venice. The first notice is in the Postscript from the final page of the 
General Evening Post in an article titled “Parisian Intelligence, January 15” while the 
Morning Chronicle copies it in an article titled “Parisian Intelligence” but with no date. 
Clearly, neither is the direct source of the New-York Journal version “dated Jan 26.” 


The General Evening Post (London) — Thursday, January 19 — Saturday, January 21, 
1786 (no. 8146 on page 4, column 2) 

The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) - Monday, January 23, 1786 
(no. 5208 on page 3, column 2) 


The Freemasons article can also be found in four American newspapers without the 
Greenwich article. The Pennsylvania Packet and The Massachusetts Gazette both use the 
same “Jan. 26” as in The New York Journal. The Independent Ledger includes the notice 
in an article titled “Foreign Intelligence” under the subheading “London January 23” 
[possibly from the Morning Chronicle], while the New-Hampshire Mercury uses a date 
of February 15. 


The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser (Philadelphia) - Friday, April 14, 1786 
(no. 2244) 

The Independent Ledger and the American Advertiser (Boston) Monday, May 8, 1786 
(no. 434) 

The Massachusetts Gazette (Boston) - Monday, May 8, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 239) 

The New-Hampshire Mercury and the General Advertiser (Portsmouth, New Hampshire) 
Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 73, page 2, column 2) 





THE LONDON CHRONICLE (London) 

Tuesday, October 31, to Thursday, November 2, 1786 - vol. 60, no. 4672, 
pp. 425-432 

Page 430, column 2, [under the headline Thursday, Nov. 2. FOREIGN 
INTELLIGENCE. | 


The United States of America have lately struck a halfpenny, on 
one side of which, encircled within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly 
well executed, are the letters U.S. in cipher, surrounded with the 
inscription, “Libertas et Justitia,” 1785. On the reverse, in the 
center, is a constellation, from which issue thirteen illuminated 
rays, and between each ray is a small star, expressive of the 
Thirteen United States ; around these rays and the stars, is the 
following inscription : “Nova Constellatio.” The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English coin. 


Also in the following newspapers: 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser (London) - Wednesday, November 1, 
1786 (no. 5450) 

The Morning Post, and Daily Advertiser (London) - Thursday, November 2, 1786 (no. 
4278) 





The Public Advertiser (London) 
Tuesday, July 31, 1787 [London printed by H.S. Woodfall] 
Page [4], columns 1-2 [no headline] 


The Congress Copper, as it is generally called, is now the small 
current coin in circulation all over the American States : and as it is 
the first of this sort of business set on foot by the Worthy 
Congress, for the convenience of their Infant States, it is worth of 
particular remark. — On one side is a cypher U.S. for United States, 
incircled with a wreath of laurels, the motto round is Libertas et 
Justitia, 1755. On the other side is a large star, with 13 points or 
rays, and between the extremities of these points, there are 13 
small stars; in the center of the larger star is an eye, the emblem of 
the eye of Providence enlightening the whole, the motto round is 
Nova Constellatio. 


The whole coinage was manufactured at Birmingham, on a 
lumping estimate at so much per hundred weight, and consequently 
it is not a very curious, elegant, piece of coin for the cabinet of the 
Virtuosi, nor will its real value recommend it : for three of them 
would only make about an English penny, but from their 
convenience, they are received & pass in common with our 
English coppers, as they call our halfpenny. 


Also in the following newspapers: 


The Bath Chronicle (Bath)- Thursday, August 2, 1787 (vol. 26, no. 1392) 
Felix Farley’s Bristol Journal (Bristol) - Saturday, August 4, 1787 (vol. 38, no. 2023) 








The General Evening Post (London) 
Thursday, March 9, to Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 8167) 
Headline: Postscript [under the subheading LONDON. | Page [4], column 4 


The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA ;” round a center 
cipher U. S. — On the reverse is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, 
circularly inscribed CONSTELLATIO NOVA !” 


Also in the following British newspapers: 

The St. James’s Chronicle ; or, British Evening-Post (London) - Thursday, March 9, to 
Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 3902) 

The Morning Herald (London) - Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 1677) 

The Morning Post, and Daily Advertiser (London) - Monday, March 13, 1786 (no. 4088) 
The London Chronicle (London) - Saturday, March 11, to Tuesday March 14, 1786 (vol. 
59, no. 4574) 

The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) - Tuesday, March 14, 1786 (no. 
5250) 


Also in the following American newspapers: 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - Saturday, 
May 13, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 32, total no. 136) 

The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 17) 


The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) 
Thursday, March 16, 1786 (no. 5252) 
[no headline] Page [3], column 4 


A correspondent observes, that the paragraph which has lately 
appeared in several papers, respecting a copper coinage in 
America, is not true. The piece spoken of, bearing the inscription, 
“Libertas et Justitia, &c.” was not made in America, nor by the 
directions of Congress. It was coined at Birmingham, by the 
ord[er| of a merchant in New York. Many tons were struck from 
this dye, and many from another ; and they are now in circulation 
in America, as counterfeit halfpence are in England. 


Not reprinted in any British newspapers that I could locate, but it was picked up in the 
following American newspapers: 

The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser (Philadelphia) - Saturday, May 20, 1786 
(no. 2275) 

The New-York Journal, or the Weekly Register (New York City) - Thursday, May 25, 
1786 (no. 2064) 

The Daily Advertiser: Political, Historical, and Commercial (New Y ork City) - Friday, 
May 26, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 389) 

The Independent Ledger and the American Advertiser (Boston)- Monday, June 5, 1786 
(no. 438) 


Thomas ’s Massachusetts Spy; or, the Worcester Gazette (Worcester) 
Thursday, March 16, 1786 (vol.16, no. 780) 

Worcester, Massachusetts, printed by Isaiah Thomas 

Headline: WORCESTER, March 16 - page [3], column 5 


WORCESTER, March 16 

A large quantity of counterfeit Copper Coin, manufactured in this 
and the neighboring States, has lately been in circulation in this 
and the neighboring States, has lately bee in circulation in this 
Commonwealth, but it is now generally refused a currency by the 
trading part of the community ; nearly one half of the copper coin 
in this country for twenty or thirty years past has been of a base 
kind manufactured at Birmingham in England ; however, it crept 
into circulation, and did, until the late additional quantity above- 
mentioned made its appearance, pass for the same value as those 
which were genuine. 


New-York, Connecticut, and Vermont, have authorized a person in 
each of those States to coin coppers ; numbers of them are now in 
circulation ; they are in general well made, and of good copper, 
those of New-York in particular. Was a person authorised in this 
State for the same purpose, it would undoubtedly prevent the 
manufacturing of those made of base metal. [the entire article is in 
italic type] 


Also in the following American newspapers: 

The Continental Journal and the Weekly Advertiser (Boston) - Thursday, March 23, 1786 
(vol. 9 no. 526) 

The Daily Advertiser: Political, Historical, and Commercial (New York City) - Saturday, 
March 25, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 335) 

Newport Mercury Containing the Freshest Advices Foreign and Domestic (Newport, 
Rhode Island) - Monday, March 27, 1786 (no. 1277) 

The Massachusetts Gazette (Boston) -Monday, March 27, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 233) 

The Essex Journal and the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire General Advertiser 
(Newburyport, Massachusetts) - Wednesday, March 29, 1786 (no. 91) 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - 
Wednesday, March 29, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 19, pp. 73-76 [total no. 123]) 

The Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser (Baltimore) - Tuesday, April 4, 1786 
(vol. 13, no. 27 [no. 816]) 





The New-York Journal, or the Weekly Register (New York City) 
Thursday, April 27, 1786 (no. 2060) 

Location: New York City, 

Headline: London - page [2], column 2 


Jan. 25. We-hear that at Greenwich, forty tons of copper is now 
coining into half-pence, for the use of the American States : on one 
side an Eye of Providence, with Thirteen Stars ; the reverse U. S. 
for United States. 

Jan. 26. The Freemasons meetings at Venice are entirely 
suppressed ; and the furniture and implements of their elegant 
lodge were publicly burnt. 

Her majesty of France is far advanced in her pregnancy. 


Also in the following American newspapers: 


[the Greenwich article followed by the Freemason article] 
The Connecticut Journal (New Haven) - Wednesday, May 3, 1786 (no. 966) 


[the Greenwich article without the Freemason article] 

The New-Haven Gazette, and the Connecticut Magazine (New Haven) - Thursday, May 
4, 1786 (vol. 1, no. 12) 

The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 15) 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - 
Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (Total no. 135) 

The Continental Journal and the Weekly Advertiser (Boston) - Thursday, May 11, 1786 
(vol. 9, no. 553) 

The Connecticut Courant, and Weekly Intelligencer, (Hartford) — ([May 15, 1786, issue 
1133) 

The Essex Journal and the Massachusetts and New-Hampshire General Advertiser 
(Newburyport, Massachusetts) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (no. 98) 

The Norwich-Packet, or, the Country Journal (Norwich, Connecticut) - Thursday, May 
18, 1786 (vol. 12, no. 603) 

Newport Mercury Containing the Freshest Advices Foreign and Domestic (Newport, 
Rhode Island) - Monday, May 29, 1786 (no. 1286) 

The Vermont Journal and the Universal Advertiser (Windsor, Vermont) - Monday, May 
29, 1786 (vol. 3, numb. 148) 





Additionally, during the same month (i.e. May), the London article from March is found 
in the following two American newspapers: 


The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - Saturday, 
May 13, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 32, total no. 136) 
The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 17) 


Further, related to the Greenwich article as it appeared in the New York Journal of 
April 27, 1786: 


I have not yet uncovered a London (or other British) source of the article on Greenwich. 
Presumably, since the New-York Journal uses a date of Jan. 25, there must be some 
British source in which the article appeared under that date; this could be a newspapers or 
a monthly magazine. 


However, I have located two London newspapers with the notice on the Freemason 
meetinghouse in Venice. The first notice is in the Postscript from the final page of the 
General Evening Post in an article titled “Parisian Intelligence, January 15” while the 
Morning Chronicle copies it in an article titled “Parisian Intelligence” but with no date. 
Clearly, neither is the direct source of the New-York Journal version “dated Jan 26.” 


The General Evening Post (London) — Thursday, January 19 — Saturday, January 21, 
1786 (no. 8146 on page 4, column 2) 

The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) - Monday, January 23, 1786 
(no. 5208 on page 3, column 2) 


The Freemasons article can also be found in four American newspapers without the 
Greenwich article. The Pennsylvania Packet and The Massachusetts Gazette both use the 
same “Jan. 26” as in The New York Journal. The Independent Ledger includes the notice 
in an article titled “Foreign Intelligence” under the subheading “London January 23” 
[possibly from the Morning Chronicle], while the New-Hampshire Mercury uses a date 
of February 15. 


The Pennsylvania Packet, and Daily Advertiser (Philadelphia) - Friday, April 14, 1786 
(no. 2244) 

The Independent Ledger and the American Advertiser (Boston) Monday, May 8, 1786 
(no. 434) 

The Massachusetts Gazette (Boston) - Monday, May 8, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 239) 

The New-Hampshire Mercury and the General Advertiser (Portsmouth, New Hampshire) 
Wednesday, May 10, 1786 (vol. 2, no. 73, page 2, column 2) 


THE LONDON CHRONICLE (London) 

Tuesday, October 31, to Thursday, November 2, 1786 - vol. 60, no. 4672, 
pp. 425-432 

Page 430, column 2, [under the headline Thursday, Nov. 2. FOREIGN 
INTELLIGENCE. | 


The United States of America have lately struck a halfpenny, on 
one side of which, encircled within a wreath of laurel, exceedingly 
well executed, are the letters U.S. in cipher, surrounded with the 
inscription, “Libertas et Justitia,” 1785. On the reverse, in the 
center, is a constellation, from which issue thirteen illuminated 
rays, and between each ray is a small star, expressive of the 
Thirteen United States ; around these rays and the stars, is the 
following inscription : “Nova Constellatio.” The new American 
halfpenny is in weight as three to two of the English coin. 


Also in the following newspapers: 


The Morning Chronicle, and London Advertiser (London) - Wednesday, November 1, 
1786 (no. 5450) 

The Morning Post, and Daily Advertiser (London) - Thursday, November 2, 1786 (no. 
4278) 


The Public Advertiser (London) 
Tuesday, July 31, 1787 [London printed by H.S. Woodfall] 
Page [4], columns 1-2 [no headline] 


The Congress Copper, as it is generally called, is now the small 
current coin in circulation all over the American States : and as it is 
the first of this sort of business set on foot by the Worthy 
Congress, for the convenience of their Infant States, it is worth of 
particular remark. — On one side is a cypher U.S. for United States, 
incircled with a wreath of laurels, the motto round is Libertas et 
Justitia, 1785. On the other side is a large star, with 13 points or 
rays, and between the extremities of these points, there are 13 
small stars; in the center of the larger star is an eye, the emblem of 
the eye of Providence enlightening the whole, the motto round is 
Nova Constellatio. 


The whole coinage was manufactured at Birmingham, on a 
lumping estimate at so much per hundred weight, and consequently 
it is not a very curious, elegant, piece of coin for the cabinet of the 
Virtuosi, nor will its real value recommend it : for three of them 
would only make about an English penny, but from their 
convenience, they are received & pass in common with our 
English coppers, as they call our halfpenny. 


Also in the following newspapers: 


The Bath Chronicle (Bath)- Thursday, August 2, 1787 (vol. 26, no. 1392) 
Felix Farley’s Bristol Journal (Bristol) - Saturday, August 4, 1787 (vol. 38, no. 2023) 
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Subj: novas 

Date: 3/24/2009 3:38:38 P.M. Central Daylight Time 

From: ljordan@nd.edu 

To: PLMossman@aol.com, EricNumis@aol.com 
Phil and Eric, 


Enclosed is an updated listing of newspaper articles related to the 
nova coppers. | have found a few more newspapers that carried the 
stories. In the enclosed listing | have simply added the text from 
the first newspaper to carry the story and then listed subsequent 
reprints below. Also, | am appending a brief commentary on the 
chronology of the articles (any comments will be appreciated). | 
still have not located a British origin for the January 25 notice 

that first appears in the New-York Journal of April 27, 1786. | have 
the transcriptions of each individual newspaper notice and will send 
them to you if you wish. | also have the PDF version of each 
original newspaper and can send them as well. Let me know if they 
would be helpful. 


All best, 


Lou 


Monday, March 30, 2009 AOL: EricNumis 








The General Evening Post (London) 
Thursday, March 9, to Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 8167) 
Headline: Postscript [under the subheading LONDON.] Page [4], column 4 


The American Congress have lately made a copper coinage, which 
is now in general circulation : one side of the halfpenny bears this 
circular inscription, “LIBERTAS ET JUSTITIA ;” round a center 
cipher U. S. — On the reverse is a Sun rising amidst Thirteen Stars, 
circularly inscribed CONSTELLATIO NOVA !” 


Also in the following British newspapers: 

The St. James’s Chronicle ; or, British Evening-Post (London) - Thursday, March 9, to 
Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 3902) 

The Morning Herald (London) - Saturday March 11, 1786 (no. 1677) 

The Morning Post, and Daily Advertiser (London) - Monday, March 13, 1786 (no. 4088) 
The London Chronicle (London) - Saturday, March 11, to Tuesday March 14, 1786 (vol. 
59, no. 4574) 

The Morning Chronicle and London Advertiser (London) - Tuesday, March 14, 1786 (no. 
5250) 


Also in the following American newspapers: 

The Pennsylvania Evening Herald and the American Monitor (Philadelphia) - Saturday, 
May 13, 1786 (vol. 3, no. 32, total no. 136) 

The Massachusetts Centinel (Boston) - Wednesday, May 17, 1786 (vol. 5, no. 17) 





